
honors 589th Sig Soldier as NCO of the Month 

News Briefs 
AER fund campaign 

The 1989 AER campaign in Eu-
npe will begin April 3 and run 
A r o u ^ May 12. AER needs your 
i r ip in "Helping the Army take care 
<rfits own." Take this opportunity to 
npport the military family. 

AER Assislance has steadily in-
creased throughout the years. In 
1988, more than $1,724,000 was 
provided to VI I Corps soldiers and 
their families. This would not have 
been possible without your genero-
uiyand support. 

VAT payment change 
Effective, March 20, GSMC 

customers will make their $4 VAT 
relief transaction fee atany Mer-
chant's Bank/Corn m un ity Bank lo-
cation. Payments will no longer be 
laken at VAT locations. 

This System anows customers to 
pay ali VAT fees at their Commu
nity Bank ofTice, Refunds of this 
$4 VAT relief fee will only be 
made prior to the tax relief ofTice 
iniiiating the transaction. Custom
ers must show their receipt to the 
bank for the VAT refund. 

Commissary update 
Army commissary customers 

who are wheelchair-bound or ac-
companied by seeing-eye dogs may 
begin shopping earlier than other 
customers. 

These customers may enter the 
commissary 30 minutes prior to its 
opening to begin their shopping. I f 
ihey finish shopping before the 
commissary offlcially opens, they 
must wait until the cash register 
opens to check out. 

Customers who wish further in-
formation about this policy should 
contact their iocal commissary of-
ficer. 

FAP rally 
Saturday, April 1, Family Advo-

cacy Program will be featuring 
cake, fun. clowns, helium balloons, 
and a Super Hero for Child Abuse 
Prevention Month at the Robin
son Barracks PX Main Mali from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Our Super Hero 
will appear at noon with a safety 
message and plenty of power pack 
comic books. 

Editor*s HOte: "Competence is my 
watchword. My two basic responsibilities 
will alvays be uppermost in my mind — 
accomplishment of my mission and the 
welfare of my soldiers." These words tvere 
taken from the Noncommissioned Offl-
cer's Creed and refers to the duties of this 
time-honored corps." 

John O. Marsh Jr., Secretary of the 
Army; General Carl E. Vuono, Army Chief 
of Staff; and Julius W. Gates, Sergeant 
Major of the Army have designated 1989 
as the Year of the NCO. 

Military Communities around the 
World are recognizing these professionals 
for their contributions. 

GSMC wants to recognize its NCOs by 
kighlighting each month an NCO who 
puts kadership principles into action. 

Story and photo by Bob Crockett 

As a young soldier, Alejo Quinata was 
gotng nowhere fast. He knew it and his 
supervisor knew it. 

Today, the 33-year-otd Sergeant first 
class, is still moving fast, only now he 
knows where he's going and he's taking 
his soldiers with him. 

"What really tumed my head around 
was an NCO who took an interst in me," 

he said. "He explained what soldiering 
was ali about and told me how I could 
improve my chances of moving through 
the ranks. So, I took correspondence 
courses and I went to military and civil-
ian schools whenever I could. 

" I f it wasn't for Staff Sgt. Calvin Far-
rar, I wou!dn't be where I am today." 

As the NCOIC of the Dial Telephone 
exchange at Robinson Barracks, 589lh 
Signal Company, SFC Quinata puts his 
technical proficiency and his soldier's 
welfare above ali else. 

Sergeants Scotty Hackvvorth and Jim-
mie Sutton were both boarded recently 
for staff Sergeant with SFC Quinata's 
help. These two soldiers, who work with 
him, were recommended with a 199 
score. 

The ihree aren't slowing a bit. The two 
sergeants are now prepanng for the Ser
geant Morales Club nominations. 

Quinata is aiready a member since 
January, just seven months after he ar-
rived at Robinson Barracks. 

His concem goes beyond the ofTice. 
The three have visited each olher's 
homes and have plans for summer out-
ings. 

Quinata's commitments also extend 
beyond his immediatc subordinates. 

Himself a qualified Master Fitness 
Trainer, he serves in that capacity for the 

company. He recently achievcd a perfecl 
score of 300 points on his Army Physical 
Readiness Test and has helped other sol
diers in his platoon raise their scores an 
average of 25 points. 

He credits much of his success to his 
wife, Angie, who he says has been "very 
patient and understanding." 

It's been one surprise after another 
these past months for the Quinatas and 
it's not over yet. 

TheyYe expecting their second child, 
"at any moment," he said. 

Quinata, who is from Guam, has been 
in the service for 14 years with iwo as-
signments in Germany. Other duties and 
assignments the Communications main-
tenance support chief has had include: 
White Sands, N.M.; Korea; and as a drill 
Sergeant at Fort Knox, Ky. 

He and subsequent NCOs of the 
Month receive a plaque from the Service 
Federal Credit Union, a $50 savings 
bond from the community bank and a 
gift certificate package from the Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service 
(AAFES). 

Monthly selections are made on unii 
recommendations received by GSMC 
CSM Glen A. Hariow. Nominations may 
be submitted through command chan-
nels to GSMC HQ by the 15th of each 
monlh. 
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Heidelberg 
photo by Bob Crockett 

The most magniHcent casHe ruin in Germany, the Heidelberg Castle, towers 1,650 feet above a lone paddle-
boat on the Neckar River. The extraordinary example of German Renaissance architectvre, also known as the 
'fairy tale castie," was buiit in the mid 16th centvry and destroyed in the late 17th century. It now is the site of 
a splendid courtyard and terrace, museum, and wine cellar. Visitors from around the world join ranks with 
students from Germany's oldest university to swell the city with color and excitement. Some vralk through its 
crooked and winding streets stopping by the Old Bridge. Others take boat cruises or make their way into its 
many wine cellars. Bvt most converge on the grassy river bank just for the view. 


